THE MIDDLE YEARS

to get a good idea of the period surrounding the
origin of the manuscripts, and the mood out of which
they sprang; and I found romanticism, historicism,
the yearning to compete with other nations, especially
with Germany. Through the manuscript controversy
I got to know our movement for national revival; I
was led far into the past, right back into our history,
to the Reformation and counter-Reformation; and
forward again to the leaders of the national awaken-
ing, Palacky, Kollar, Smetana, Havlicek. So that
even for me the controversy was a political event; it
introduced me to our political problems.

Soon after that there was another rumpus. I
had invited a young man to come to Prague, Hubert
Gordon Schauer, the son of a mixed Czech-German
marriage; he was a young Hegelian, and had got
into trouble in Vienna. Dr. Zaba, the Professor of
Philosophy, recommended him to me, saying that
it was a pity that he should be involved in such
difficulties, and that I ought to protect him for
the sake of the Czech nation. Well, that was all
right. I persuaded him to come to Prague and I
put him up at our house; I was living then at
Vaclav Vlcek's villa on Vinohrady. Schauer turned
out to be a gifted youngster, but unbalanced; he